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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION, 

Improvements relating to Cabinets for Refrigerators. 



We, A.E.L-Hotpoint Limited (formerly 
known as The Hotpoint Electric Appliance 
Company Limited), a British Company hav- 
ing its registered office at 33 Grosvenor 

5 Place, London, S.W.I, (formerly of Crown 
House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2), do here- 
by declare the invention, for which we pray 
that a patent may be granted to us, and the 
method by which it is to be performed, to 

10 be particularly described in and by the fol- 
lowing statement: — 

The invention relates to refrigerator cabi- 
nets of the kind in which the outer cabinet 
is provided with a liner, the wall of which 

15 is spaced from the wall of the cabinet 
except at the door opening, the liner being 
held in place in the cabinet by securing an 
outwardly directed flange on the liner to the 
inwardly directed flange of the cabinet at the 

20 door opening. 

In refrigerator cabinets of the kind set 
forth it is usual to insert the liner into the 
cabinet at the door opening and secure the 
flange of the iiner to the flange on the cabi- 

25 net by means of screws the heads of which 
are subsequently covered by a resilient 
gasket which seals the door of the cabinet 
when the door is closed. 
The object of the present invention is to 

30 provide an improved construction in which 
the number of screws required for securing 
the liner to the cabinet is reduced, thus faci- 
litating the assembly. 
In a refrigerator cabinet of the kind set 

35 forth, according to the invention, the out- 
wardly directed flange on the liner is located 
within channels formed behind the inwardly 
directed flanges on two parallel sides of the 
rectangular door opening, the liner being 

40 provided along the edge of one side only 

[Price 3s. Grf.] 



with spaced notches adapted to engage corre- 
spondingly spaced projections in one of said 
channels, the depth of the notches being 
such that, when the flange of the liner is in- 
serted into said one channel, the flange on 
the opposed parallel side of the liner clears 
the adjacent rim of the inwardly directed 
flange of the cabinet, whereby on displace- 
ment of the liner in a direction normal to 
said parallel sides, the flange of the liner 
enters the channel, the depth of said channel 
being such that the displacement of the liner 
is insufficient for the notched flange to dis- 
engage from the channel containing the pro- 
jections. 

Thus the assembly of the liner into the 
cabinet is effected by inserting the liner into 
the door opening in the cabinet, introducing 
■the notched flange into the channel having 
the spaced projections therein, completing 
the insertion of the liner into the cabinet 
until the flange of the liner lying along the 
parallel side opposite to the notched flange 
clears the inner rim of the door, opening, 
and then sliding the liner laterally so that 
the unnotched flange enters the channel pro- 
vided for it. The liner may then be secured 
by screws located only along one of the re- 
maining sides of the door opening. 

When the liner has thus been inserted into 
the cabinet and displaced transversely in 
directions normal to one another, the liner 
is locked in position owing to the projec- 
tions engaging the rim of the flange on the 
liner, and thereby preventing such transverse 
movement of the liner as will enable the 
opposite flange on the liner to be released 
from the channel in which it is located. A 
single row of screws located at one of the 
two remaining edges of the flange of the 
liner will then be sufficient to secure the 
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Sine? P0Shi0n iH thC d °° r ° pening of the 
Preferably at the rim of the flange at which 

5 *ed in W th ar fl a t0 bC tCd ' a reCeSS * 
» m i . e ange of the cabinet to receive 
a Met engaging the rim of the flange on he 

w^hr^ PreVent u the move ment of the liner 
with relation to the cabinet. The fillet may 
be held m position by screws securing it to 
10 the flange on the cabinet. 8 

The manner in which the invention is to 
be carried out to effect will be more readi ? 
understood from the following SS^S 

15 ffl T™ 9 *^ Swings, in which:- 

19 rig. 1 is a front view of a refri^ratm- 
cabinet W ith the liner held in JbStKKj 
of Fig 1- S 3 cross " section ° n line II— II 

20 of Kg \? on the line III-III 

25 to H? nfhfrS? d ?™' m P and P ar ticularly 
to fig. i, the cabinet is shown as consisting 
of an outer cabinet having side walls ? and 
top and bottom walls 3, 4 .respecSy " The 
I are formed with inwardly directed 

oO flanges 7 defining a door opening and he 

orm^5 ar t Sh ° Wn 35 bdng ^nded to 
Tn ih? ; l ° r s "PP° rtln g the refrigerator 

hL 6 82 T Cab l net is secured inn° 
« S/r ne ^ be,ng introduced into the 

35 outer cabinet through the door open nS 
therein, and is secured in position S hi 
wall spaced from that of the cab net bv affbc 
m 5 to the inwardly directed flange TtfflE 
40 fine?? an ° utwa "«y directed flange 8 of tne 
. The introduction of the liner into 

CrforV^^r and its ^curemeS 

flanged member 10 of generally S in 
50 n° S fn SeCt ru t0 a rea ^rdly tked flange 
Jf SET 1 ? 1 . by t T in * back the inner rim 
of the outer wall of the flange 7 akr> as 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3. For a purpose 
mentioned hereinafter one hmb 
« ? H g fl T embers 10 located al °ng the upper 
£? I e f h w nd - Side ^ of the door opS- 
fl a g n< eX 7 ndS ^ ' n T ardIy be y° nd the adjacent 
S 8 n 7 K ? 18 f0r S ed with a should er por- 
tion 12 between which and the flange 7 the 

y'ng on one side only of the cabinet, illus- 
trated as being the right-hand side in Fie 

* are Provided spaced projections 13 the 
projections being secured between the flange 

05 Lr I?" P T allel hmb ° f the Qan ^ me "1- 
oer 10. The corresponding outwardly 
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directed flange 8 of the liner 6 i s provided 
with spaced notches 14 adapted to receive 
he projections 13 The spaced notched 
14 are of such depth that when 

tlh Z 1S V n 5^ U f ed int0 ths cabinet 70 
with the right-hand flange 8 of the 
hner inserted in th e channel 9 and the 
notches engaging the projections 13, the 
flange 8 on the opposite parallel side of the 

t T ?T th t rim of the corresponding 75 
flange 7 o the cabinet. This allows the line! 

fiWR™ ^° the Cabinet with the 

9 £rmL \£°T* 0a to enter the channel 
9 formed on the left-hand side of the cabi- 
Sff-fl' The extension of the shoulder 12 on 80 
the flanged member 10 located at the left- 
hand side of the cabinet beyond the flange 

flan Jl? rm ^ ail . abutment against which the 
nangv. s of the liner can rest when the liner 

Ste" SntrS Cabi ? e l' aDd thus faci h" 85 
Se%ttnd9 dUCt, ° n ° f the flange 81 into 
Having entered the liner 6 into the cabinet 

channel 9 th T , 8 ■ ready t0 enter th e 90 
channel 9 the whole liner is then displaced 

hat th?l y Wlt h reSpeCt to the cabi «et so 
that the flange 8 1 enters the channel 9 the 
corresponding flange 8 on the other side of 
the hner being still retained within the 95 
channe 9 at that side. The depth of he 
channel 9 is such that the displacement of 
he liner is insufficient for the notched flange 
to disengage from the channel containing the 
projections 13 The outer rkn of the flange 100 
8 of the liner has, by the displacement of the 
hner with respect to the cabinet, allowed the 
notches 14 to be released from the projec- 
tions 13 and the liner as a whole can now be 
displaced longitudinally in the direction of 105 
the parallel sides of the door opening ie 
at right angles to the initial transverse move^ 
ment, until the notches and projections are 

o? t ?r er ri1, 'ffrf 8 r ject r s 13 S 

SSL??*.?* flange 8 on ^e hner, as 110 
indicated in the partial cross-section shown 
m rig. l. The lmer is now held rieidlv 
against transverse displacement within the 
cabinet. It may be retained in this position 
by means of a fillet 15 which interferes whh 115 
the lower edge of the liner, the fillet being 
held in place by screws 16. 8 
Preferably the lower edges of the notches 
14 are formed with ramps 17 which facilitate 
the disengagement of the notches 14 with th» 120 
projections 13 when the longitudina^ e- 
ment of the liner i s effected 

The projections 13 and notches 14 are 
shown as being provided on one of the 
vertical sides of the liner for a rectangular 125 

fn h Z V ££ dCar that th6y ma y he proS 
in one of the upper or lower horizontal sides 
of the cabinet, if desired. I n this case the 
directions of the displacement of the liner 
will be reversed and the fillet 15 will be pro- 130 
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vided along one of the vertical sides of the 
liner. 

The liner is preferably made of plastic 
material, e.g. polystyrene. 
5 It will be evident that, by the invention, 
the application of the liner to the outer 
cabinet is greatly facilitated, only the fillet 
15 and retaining screws 16 being required to 
hold the final assembly in position. 

10 WHAT WE CLAIM IS: — 

1. A refrigerator cabinet of the kind set 
forth wherein the outwardly directed flange 
on the liner is located within channels formed 
behind the inwardly directed flanges on two 

15 parallel sides of the rectangular door open- 
ing, the liner being provided along the edge 
of one side only with spaced notches 
adapted to engage correspondingly spaced 
projections in one of said channels, the depth 

20 of the notches being such that, when the 
flange of the liner is inserted into said one 
channel, the flange on the opposed parallel 
side of the liner clears the adjacent rim of 
the inwardly directed flange of the cabinet, 

25 whereby on displacement of the liner in a 
direction normal to said parallel sides, the 
flange of the liner enters the channel, the 
depth of said channel being such that the 
displacement of the liner is insufficient for 

30 the notched flange to disengage from the 
channel containing the projections. 

2. A refrigerator cabinet as claimed in 
Claim 1, in which the liner is retained in the 
cabinet by providing securing means for pre- 

35 venting subsequent movement of the liner 
in a direction normal to said parallel sides. 



-*n — 

3. A refrigerator cabinet as claimed in 
Claim 1, in which the liner is retained in the 
cabinet by means of a fillet secured to the 
cabinet along a flange of the door opening 40 
transverse to the parallel sides, subsequent 

to the displacement of the liner in the direc- 
tion of the opposed parallel sides to a dis- 
tance sufficient to stagger the notches and 
the projections. 45 

4. A refrigerator cabinet as claimed in 
Claim 1, 2 or 3, in which the rim of the 
channel lying along the parallel side of the 
door opening opposite that in which the 
projections are located extends beyond the 50 
flange of the cabinet so as to form an abut- 
ment against which the flange of the liner 
rests. 

5. A refrigerator cabinet as claimed in 
any preceding claim, in which an edge of 55 
each notch is formed as a ramp to facilitate 

the disengagement of the notches from the 
projections. 

6. A refrigerator cabinet as claimed in 
any preceding claim, in which each channel 60 
is constructed by securing a flanged member 

to a rearwardly turned flange on the in- 
wardly directed flange in the cabinet wall 
around the door opening. 

7. A refrigerator cabinet constructed 65 
substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

J. W. RIDDING, 
Chartered Patent Agent, 
Crown House, Aldwych, 

London, W.C.2, 
Agent for the Applicants. 



PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION. 

Improvements relating to Cabinets for Refrigerators. 



We, The Hotpoint Electric Appliance 
Company Limited, a British Company, hav- 
70 ing its registered office at Crown House, 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2, do hereby declare 
this invention to be described in the follow- 
ing statement: — 

This invention relates to refrigerator cabi- 
75 nets of the kind in which the outer cabinet is 
provided with a liner, the wall of which is 
spaced from the wall of the cabinet except 
at the door opening, the liner being held 
in place in the cabinet by securing an out- 
80 wardly directed flange on the liner to the in- 
wardly directed flange of the cabinet at the 
door opening. 

In refrigerator cabinets of the kind set 
forth it is usual to insert the liner into the 
85 cabinet at the door opening and secure the 
flange of the liner to the flange on the cabi- 
net by means of screws the heads of which 
are subsequently covered by a resilient 



gasket which seals the door of the cabinet 
when the door is closed. 90 

The object of the present invention is to 
provide an improved construction in which 
the number of screws required for securing 
the liner to the cabinet is reduced, thus faci- 
litating the assembly. 95 

In a refrigerator cabinet of the kind set 
forth, according to the invention, the out- 
wardly directed flange of the liner is pro- 
vided along the edge of one side only with 
spaced notches adapted to engage corre- 100 
spondingly spaced projections, located in a 
channel formed behind the inwardly directed 
flange of the cabinet, the notches being of 
such depth that when the flange of the liner 
is inserted into the channel, a flange on the 105 
opposite side of the liner can clear the rim 
of the corresponding flange of the cabinet, 
the corresponding flange of the cabinet hav- 
ing behind it a channel into which the rim 
of the liner is introduced by moving the 110 
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liner laterally until the flange is received in 
the channel. 

Thus the assembly of the liner into the 
cabinet is effected by inserting the liner into 
the door opening in the cabinet, introducing 
the notched flange into the channel havina 
the spaced projections therein, completing 
the insertion of the liner into the cabinet 
until the flange of the liner lying along the 
side opposite to the notched flange clears 
the inner nm of the door opening, and then 
sliding the liner laterally so that the un- 
notched flange enters the channel provided 
tor it. The liner may then be secured by 
screws located only along the remaining 
sides of the door opening. ° 

Preferably, however, the notches are 
arranged to have differing depths, the parts 
ot differing depths being joined by a ramp 
With such an arrangement the liner is in- 
serted into the cabinet s 0 that the greatest 
depth of each notch is located opposite the 
corresponding projection, and the liner is 
then slid transversely so that its opposite 
unnotched nm lies in the channel provided 
tor it. The liner is then slid transversely in 
a direction at right angles to the initial 
transverse movement until the projections 
he within the portion of the notches which 
are of less depth than the remainder The 
ramps facilitate this transverse movement of 
the liner. When the liner has thus been in- 
serted into the cabinet and slid transversely 
m directions normal to one another the 
cabinet is locked in position owing to the 
projections engaging the notches at their 
lesser depth, and thereby preventing such 
transverse movement of the liner as will 
enable the opposite flange on the liner to be 
released from the channel in which it is 
located A single row of screws located at 
one of the two remaining edges of the flange 
of the liner will then be sufficient to secure 
the liner in position in the door opening of 
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the cabinet. Preferably at the rim of the 
flange at which the screws are to be located 
a recess is provided in the flange of the 
cabinet to receive a fillet engaging the rim 
of the flange o n the liner and prevent the 
movement of the liner with relation to the 
cabinet. The fillet may be held in position 
by screws securing it to the flange on the 
cabinet. 

The channels may be formed behind the 
edge of the flange in the cabinet by means of 
strips L-shaped in cross-section secured to 
the flange on the cabinet at the end of the 
shorter limb of the L. The edges of the 
strips may then project inwardly from the 
door opening in the cabinet so as to locate 60 . 
the flange on the liner when it is inserted 
into the cabinet. The channel which re- 
ceives the unnotched edge of the flange of 
the liner is made of such depth as to restrict 
•the movement of the liner in the opening to 
an amount just sufficient to take up the 
allowable movement provided by the nar- 
rower portions of the notches in the opposite 
edge of the flange of the liner. 

Refrigerator cabinets are commonly made 
of rectangular shape and the notches are 
then preferably provided in one of the longer 
sides of the liner. The transverse movement 
of the liner with respect to the cabinet is 
thus made across the narrower dimension 
of the cabinet and the final movement to 
lock the liner in position in the door open- 
ing i s made along the greater dimension of 
the cabinet. 

The liner is preferably made of a plastic 
material, e.g. polystyrene. 

J. W. RIDDING, 
Chartered Patent Agent, 
64 — 66 Coleman Street, 
London, E.C.2, 
Agent for the Applicants. 
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